97-84021-5 

Grosclaude,  Etienne 

United  State's  friendsiiip 

[Paris] 
[1917] 


MASTER  NEGATIVE  « 


COLUMBIA  UNIVERSITY  LIBRARIES 
PRESERVATION  DIVISION 

BIBLIOGRAPHIC  MICROFORM  TARGET 


ORIGINAL  MATERIAL  AS  FILMED  -  EXISTING  BIBUOGRAPHIC  RECORD 


RESTRICTIONS  ON  USE: 


RepmductioiK  may  not  be  made  without  permission  fmm  Columbia  Uniwrsity  LMnules. 


TECHNICAL  MICROFORM  DATA 


FIUM  SIZE: 


REDUCTION  RATIO:  //'/ 


IMAGE  PLACEMENT 


:  lA 


DATE  FILMED: 


INITIALS: 


TRACKING  #  : 


FILMED  BY  PRESERVATION  RESOURCES,  BETHLEHEM,  PA. 


UNITED  STATES'S 

FRIENDSHIP 


(Translated  by 


Princess  de  FAUCIGNY-LUCINGE) 


by  Etienne  GROSCLAUDE 


I 


UNITED  STATES'S  FRIENDSHIP 


Lecture  delivered  at  tiie  Université  des  Annales 


on  January  79**  J9I7 


Etienne  GROSCLAUDE 


Ladias  and  Gentlemeo, 


I  have  just  discovered  Âmoica. 

I  know  qtiite  wéll  that  I  am  not  the  only  <me  to  have  done  so  * 
In  the  fiist  place,  there  h»  been  Oiristof^ns  Colnmbas,  but 
that  is  in  the  past  âges. 

There  are  also,  sînce  some  time,  a  quantity  of  people  who,  like 

myself,  have  undertaken  the  discovery  of  America  !  The  taie  of 
their  discoveries  finds  place  daily  in  newspapers,  periodicals,  or 
even  lectures  like  the  one  you  are  going  to  hear  with  a  forbearance 
for  which  I  am  deeply  grateful. 

Those  pioneers  are  mostly  men  of  good-wiU  whose  taste  for 
travelling  the  govemm^t  has  made  use  of  in  sending  them  on  f ar- 
away  missions.  What  was  the  object  of  those  mîssimis  ?  I  think 
it  was  predsely  to  discover  Âmedca. 

Wdl  1  I  must  make  before  yoa  a  candid  avowal  :  I  went  to 
Âmmca  without  any  mission  ;  I  have  discovered  tfais  conntry  on 
my  owri  accord,  freely.  I  am  what  might  be  called  an  individuality 
withont  any  officiai  qualification.  I  am  rather  embarrassed  to 
have  to  own  this.   On  the  other  hand  I  enjoy  the  benefit  of  a 

large  freedom  of  speech  which  I  greatly  appreciate        I  will  not 

misuse  it.  The  matter  is  délicate  at  the  présent  time  when  so 
many  notes  are  sent  from  one  government  to  another  ;  therefore 
rather  than  nmning  the  risks  of  an  unp]:^^axed  exJbempoÊt  qpeedh» 


This  lecture  was  delivered  at  the  "  University  des  Aanales  '*  on  January 
xg^K  On  accoimt  of  its  iaterpretatioa  ol  Presidœt  Wilson's  statemeats  and  of 
the  fmmilated  locetdling  of  m  imminent  hnmch  of  xdatiaos  belveeii  United^ 
States  and  Germany»  about  the  sataianiie  warfaie,  we  will  point  ont  that  Pre- 
aîdmt  Wilsoa's  note,  inquiring  about  the  bdHgereat  power's  war  aims,  is  dated  of 
Deoember  igth  ^  the  allied  answer  of  January  iith,  the  Presideat's  message  about 
Peace  without  victory  of  January  22"^,  the  german  note  announcing  the  sinking 
of  neutral  vessels  without  wamiog  of  February  x'^  aad  the  breach  of  Hipirtfnatiç 
relations  of  February  y^. 
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I  deemed  wiser  to  make  note  of  my  observaticms  and  of  the 
oondnsicms  thœon,  desfâte  the  knowledge  of  many  possiUe 
mistalras.«.exa€tlyfiketluedïploraats.  Nowyouaiewanied. 

This  ccmferaice  wîD  theràore  be  what  is  caUed  on  the  other 
side  of  the  Pond,  a  lecture.  But,  let  me  beforehand  give  you 
hastily  a  few  preliminary  indications,  for  I  have  only  an  hour  in 
which  to  tell  you  ail  the  things  I  wish  to  tell  you. 

Well,  I  have  discovered  America  —  hke  everyone  else. 
This  does  not  mean  that,  diiring  the  joumey,  I  thought  I  was 
Christophus  Columbus,  or  even  (me  of  those  conquistadms  dec- 
cribed  by  José-Maxia  de  Herodbit  in  one  ci  his  most  beautifol 
scHmets  : 

Wben.*.  leaning  over  fbe  pravr  of  tiie  vrbsâe  caravel 
Tbey  watcbed  tlie  mm  stamxising  (i). 

In  oar  days,  when  ^  sailois  lean  over  the  prow  ^ 
painted  in  dullgrey  which  go  across  the  Océan,  it  is  no  longer  to 
look  at  the  rising  stars,  but  at. . .  the  périscopes. 

I  must  add  that  they  do  not  see  them  as  often  as  one  might 
think  when  one  hears  almost  daily  of  torpedoed  ships. 

In  fact  we  have  escaped  being  torpedoed  and  even  shot  upon. 
We  had  a  gun  aboard.  It  was  used  only  for  the  trials  tat  he  start. 
We  were  drilled  to  slip  on  our  cork-belts  or  rubber-waistcoats, 
some  of  which  are  quite  smart,  and  get  înto  the  boats  and  rescuii^ 
lafts.  Ail  this  was  latber  inctaresqiM — andjnstaweebitfhriDing, 

eq>eciaUy  for  those  of  the  passengers  who  were  sea-^ 

Nevertheless  we  reached  haibour  salely  ;  I  am  glad  to  be  able 
to  give  you  proof  of  this  fect. 

You  laughed  a  short  while  ago  when  I  told  you  we  had  just 
discovered  America.  It  is  nevertheless  quite  true,  for  America  is 
a  country  which  one  discovers  every  day  because  it  is  ever  new. 

It  is  a  country  which  is  developing  daily.  If  you  look  askance 
a  moment  you  wiU  ûnd  it  has  grown  and  aHered  diiiîng  tiiis  short 
q»aoeof  tmie. 

For  uistance,  New-York  City  is  always  being  built  and  rebuilt. 
You  know  it  is  the  principle  of  Americans  to  make  something  new 
for  ever  and  ever.  On  the  industrial  lines,  as  soon  as  they  find  a 
new  apparatus  which  gives  a  better  output  produce  than  the  one 
in  use,  they  adopt  it  at  once  and  put  the  other  one  aside,  among 
a  heap  of  rubbish,  in  the  «  scrap  »  as  they  cafl  it.  Itisnotacomitry 


(x)  «  Quand...  penchés  à  l'avant  des  blanches  caravelles 
Ils  regardaieat  laoater  des  étoileft  nouvelles.  » 
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of  «  cobblers  »,  when  th^  shoes  are  ont  of  wear  tb^  do  not  have 

new  soles  put  on,  they  buy  a  new  pair. 

They  are  always  puUing  houses  down  and  rebuilding  them, 
and  altering  the  streets,  with  the  resuit  that  the  appearance  of 
this  wonderful  city  is  altered  ahnost  daily.  A  foreigner  who  had 
arrived  since  a  few  days  and  who  was  being  interviewed,  as  is 
customary,  on  what  he  thought  of  New- York,  answered  :  c  Wdl» 
this  townwillpeifaa^bevay  finewiwDL  it  willbeâmshed.» 


You  know  it  is  a  huge  town,  not  only  in  extent  but  also  in 
height.  I  had  heard  of  the  sky-scrapers.  I  must  say  they  are 
beyond  my  dreams.  The  arrivai  at  New-York,  when  one  faces  the 
grand  stone-scenery  which  forms  whole  mountains,  with  peaks  of 
incredible  hei|^t»  is  not  only  one  of  the  most  extraordinaiy^  but 
one  of  the  most  beautiful  sights  on  the  face  of  the  earth. 

The  iH^est  building  has  fifty  stoiies.  It  is  called  the  «  Tower  », 
bot  it  is  a  dwelling  honse,  fiDed  mostly  with  a  qnantîty  of  <^ces, 
wherefrom  its  name  of  the  t  Cathedral  of  Trade  ».  Besides  tfais« 
in  that  part  of  the  dty  where  business  leigns  sixpKmt,  there  aie 
many  buildings  thirty-stories  high. 

I  lunched  very  often  in  a  club  on  the  twentieth  floor  whence 
one  has  a  lovely  view  of  New- York  Harbor.  I  used  to  go  also 
frequently  to  another  club  where  the  most  important  men  of 
business  meet,  which  is  called  the  «  Bankers'  Qub  »  and  is  on  the 
forty-first  floor. 

In  the  hotd  my  moms  were  on  the  sixteenth  floor.  I  thou^^ 
I  wonld  smffer  frtm  diminess  at  sndh  a  heîght,  but  I  can  assure  yoa 
<me  gets  used  to  it  very  soon  :  just  Uke  people  who  live  cm  the  plains 
get  used  to  that  altitude  I  thought  after  a  short  time  tbat  my 

sixteenth  floor  was  a  ground-floor  (rez-de-chaussée). 

Everything  is  on  this  scale  in  America,  on  a  very  large  scale  as 
you  see,  everything  is  huge  beyond  measure.  In  a  country  where 
the  waterfall  in  the  Bois  de  Boulogne  is  figured  by  the  Niagara 
falls»  S(Hne  trains  are  over  a  mile  long.  Those  are  not  passenger 
trains»  but  goods  trains  âUed  with  coal  or  ore.  We  are  badly  in 
i^ed  of  help  of  this  kind  and  wish  oor  genenms  American  friends 
would  send  us  some  on  one  of  those  ferry-boats  that  carry  whole 
trains  across  the  Hudson  or  on  the  lakes. 

The  factories  are  enormous  and  tum  out  huge  quantities  of 
goods.  There  is  an  electric  plant  strong  of  five  hundred  thousand 
H.  P.,  an  electrogenous  group  cluster  of  five  and  thirty  kilowatts. 

The  salaries  are  in  proportion,  and,  of  course,  the  cost  of  life  is 
very  high. 
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The  f ortoiiis  reach  iiicredibie  figures.  An  officiai  statistic  made 
latdy  mentions  ovcr  120  dtizens  whose  income  is  of  over  five 

inillicms  francs  and  there  are  3.824  of  them  who  own  more  that 

a  I  /2  millions  a  year. 

How  small  seems  a  European  when  one  looks  down  at  him 

from  one  of  those  buildings  and  how  puny  our  miUionnaire»  must 

seexn  to  those  milliardaires  from  over  the  seas. 

This  reminds  me  of  one  of  Forain's  drawings  which  you  |»o- 
bably  remember  :  a  f ew  well-dressed  gentlemen,  havii^  a  pleasant 
chat,  notice  a  scarfpîn  bekmging  to  one  of  them  and  made  of  scme 
valuahle  stone.  A  fat  gentteoian  among  them  says  :  I  have  a 
whok  mantdpiece  of  that  stnff  at  home  !  without  meaning  to 
fanrt  the  owner  of  the  pin. 

I  have  not  said  this  gentleman  was  an  American  and  I  hasten 
to  add  that  those  of  his  compatriots  I  have  met  do  not  consider 
as  a  rule  our  scarfpins  so  disdainfuUy. 

The  seem  to  be  rather  shy  of  their  excessive  proportions  and 
to  wish  to  be  fo]:giv^  for  the  outj;âgaoiis  sîm  oi  their  v^his^ble  fiie- 
places. 

Thank  heaven,  their  feelings  are  as  great  as  their  resoorces* 
One  among  them  particularly  is  greatly  honoored  instead  of  being 
nnknown  as  ît  is  in  our  coimtiy  le.  gratefulness- 

Would  you  beUeve  that  the  Americans  of  to-day  have  not 
forgotten  the  time  whai  La  Fayette  and  a  goodly  numbor  of 
French  office  went  over  in  order  to  help  them  to  fight  for  tfadr 
indépendance  with  a  courage  and  a  magnitude  so  tiwtf3<«fth  that 
tbeir  œemoiy  is  always  alive. 

An  address  sent  fratn  America  at  the  beginning  of  the  war  and 
signed  by  the  most  important  citizens,  ended  by  the  following 
words  :  «  Whatever  we  have  done  in  the  past,  whatever  we  can  do 
in  future,  will  only  pay  for  a  small  part  of  our  debt  of  gratefulness 
towards  France,  a  debt  which  history  cannot  atone  for,  » 

There  is  another  f  eehng  which  is  in  proportion  with  the  colossal 
dimensions  of  America  (forgive  me  the  word  colossal  thou^  it  îs 
no  longer  a  décent  one  to  use  !  )  it  is  generosity, 

Furthermore  there  is  thdr  practiodness  whidi  makes  the  most 
of  thèse  virtue  ;  this  means  that  the  hdp  Americsuis  are  giving  us 
is  as  effective  as  their  ftiendsfaip  is  gratifying  to  us. 

The  friendship  of  the  United-States  is  infinitely  dear  to  us 
from  a  moral  as  well  as  from  a  material  standpoint.  It  has  been 
indispensable  to  us  at  difïicult  times.  It  will  for  a  long  time  be 
necessary  in  many  ways.  It  will  always  be  désirable. 
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Can  we  reckon  upon  it?  I  am  one  of  those  who  believeit 
ûrmly  and  who  will  not  loose  confidaice  in  the  feelings  of 
the  haie  and  hearty  naticm  which  was  bom  from  the  love 
of  lib^y,  has  grown  in  practising  loyalty  and  has  been 
foremost  in  the  worship  of  Public  ri^ts;  has  shown 
an  escample  of  sacrifice  to  the  eactreme  in  a  war  for  a  just 
cause  ;  who  f eds  only  contempt  for  Hes  and  ail  the  ùÙxa  fxkms 
of  cowardice  ;  who  deems  that  the  first  virtue  for  a  country  as 
well  as  for  individuals  is  loyalty  to  an  oath;  who  is  most  faithful 
to  another  virtue  which  is  deemed  rarest  of  aU  :  gratefulness. 
This  is  why  America  never  f  ails  on  every  occasion  to  reraind  us  that 
during  the  dreadful  time  when  she  had  to  risk  everything  in 
order  to  save  her  indépendance,  she  found  in  France  a  number  of 
brother-at-arms,  brave,  imselfish  and  enthusiastic,  whose  chiefs 
have  remained  popular  in  the  Northern  oooaties»  imâar  the 
great  diadow  of  Washingtcm. 

America's  Mendsh^  toward  France  is  not  a  transient  and 
frail  feeUng  wWch  can  be  destroyed  by  theunderhanded  plots  of 
German  propaganda  and  the  hints  of  that  ambassador  who,  for 
some  time  still,  disgrâces  by  his  présence  the  capital  which  bears 
the  name  of  the  noblest  représentative  of  loyalty  in  history.  No  ! 
It  is  not  enough  that  Count  Bemstorff  should  just  now  be  making 
love  to  Mr.  Wilson  (whose  re-election  he  nevertheless  fought 
against  furiously  through  his  tea  millions  of  hyphenateds)  —  this 
is  an  actual  fact  —  and  that  some  htmgry  banqueters  in  BerUn 
should  dbnnk  toasts  to  Mr.  Gœard,  who  is  sept  there  to  notify  his 
govermnent's  décisions  conceming  the  submarine  warfare  ;  it  is 
not  enough  of  a  fèw  interviews  of  the  représentatives  of 
Mr.  Hearst's  yellow  press  to  make  us  believe  that  the  people  ot 
the  United-States  has  suddenly  forgotten  its  traditions,  its  vertus 
and  its  interests. 

Count  Bemstorff  has  taken  the  greatest  pains  in  America  ;  he 
has  spent  out  there  vast  sums  of  money  —  some  say  about  a 
hundred  millions,  which  is  not  much  at  the  time  being  ; 
he  has  upset  everything  aU  over  the  place  ;  he  has  financed 
nesmpaspexs',  candidates  and  thieves  ;  he  has  had  a  hand  in 
the  sinking  of  thé  Lusitama  which  he  cynically  piedicted  ;  he 
smiled  in  a  devar  way  [when  ammunition  f actories  were  hùsma. 
txp  :  he  has  done  much,  one  says  even  that  he  has  doue  too  much, 
but  he  has  not  done  enough  to  make  the  greater  part  of  the  Ame- 
rican nation  cease  to  hate  the  govemment  who  has  thrown  huma- 
nity  into  the  horrors  of  war,  who  has  made  a  martyr  of  Belgium 
and  brought  her  brave  people  to  slaveiy. 

Indeed»  we  may  speak  of  America's  friendship  with  confi- 
doia^we  must  also  reraam^ 
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for  US  and  we  will  always  find  therein  the  best  reaaons  to  look 
towards      bopefuUy  for  ever. 

Some  of  ym,  I  ptœume  tlimk  and  are  ready  to  say  :  imdoub- 
tedly  we  hâve  many  Menés  in  the  United-States,  and  they 
are  sk)6t  devoted  friends  ;  they  have  given  us  numerous  proofs 
of  their  brotherliness,  but  this  is  not  in  accordance  with  the 
attitude,  at  least  in  appearance,  of  the  govemment  who  has 
just  spoken  to  us  of  peace,  at  the  very  worst  time  and  in  most 
disobUging  words,  —  now  that  Germany's  interest  and  need  is  to 
«  parley  »  !  How  can  you  account  for  this,  coming  from  the 
govemment  of  a  friendly  nation,  —  the  firet  duty  of  fici^idsliip 
being  discrétion,  espedally,  in  sochlike  times. 

Wdl,  I  nrast  own,  as  many  American  papers  do,  that 
Mr.  Wilscm's  action  was  somewfaat  lacking  in  that  tactf uhiess 
vMdi  is  so  ddightfui  in  friendly  intercourse.  But  I  refuse  to  see 
in  this  action  an  afterthought  unfavorable  to  us,  or  even  an 
intention  favorable  to  our  ennemies  (which  would  seem  nos 
less  odious)  for  I  know  Mr,  Wilson's  feelings,  tendendes  and 
pohtics. 

The  astoundment  which  his  note  has  given  rise  to  can  only  be 
compared  to  that  which  he  showed  himsélf  when  he  saw  that  the 
pubhc  opinion  in  the  AUied  Nations  seemed  at  first  to  ascribe  this 
underhand  shot  to  some  dark  designs.  Since  thaï,  Mr.  ^Ison 
and  his  newspapers  have  been  doing  everything  in  thdr  power  to 
âàspd  this  impres^on.  One  realizes  today  that  he  never 
dieamt  to  encourage  our  ennemies  ;  we  may  even  admit  that  he 
thought  he  was  acting  in  a  friendly  way  towards  us. 

In  that  case  how  can  we  suppose  that  a  man  so  experienced 
as  a  leader  of  men  could  have  so  grossly  ignored  our  sensitiveness 
which  is  so  quick  particularly  where  our  friends  are  concemed, 
and  that  such  a  psychologist  as  he  is  could  have  forgotten  the 
«  dogmas  »  of  our  most  popular  philosopher  who  préfère  a  t  vnse 
enemy  »  to  an  over  zealous  friend  who  throws  a  stone  on  your 
head  in  order  to  frighten  a  fly  away . 

Snch  a  scholar  as  is  Mr,  Wilson  cannot  either  forget  Voltâîre's 
words  that  :  €  May  God  keep  me  from  my  friends,  I  wUl  look  after 
my  enemies  »,  This  is  just  the  case  with  the  AUies.  They  can 
look  after  their  enemies,  but  we  must  not  allow  our  friends  to 
take  them  out  of  our  hands  just  at  the  time  when  they  are  going 
to  get  their  punishment. 

I  knew  f onnerly  a  boxing  master  who  though  he  had  not  read 
Voltaire,  was  on  this  point  of  his  opinion,  having  definite  ideas 
abont  his  art  He  ns^  to  say  :  «  If  ever  you  happen  to  have  a 
qoaifd  in  the  street,  beware  of  your  friends  :  in  trying  to  go 
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between  you  and  the  p^son  you  are  fighting  against,  th^ 
hoid  yonr  aïms,  leaving  ym  ei^osed  to  the  hkm  oi  your 
opponent  » 

I  do  not  know  if  Mr.  Wilaon  practises  the  noble  art,  —  though 
I  do  not  doubt  that  a  fight»  of  his  kind  has  beaefited  from  an 
athletic  edncation  —  but  I  should  be  surprised  if  this  sportive 
argument  were  lost  upon  his  f ellow-citiziens,  who  are  very  careful 
hke  ail  Anglo-Saxons,  to  let  opponents  fight  out  their  quarrels, 
without  intervening,  till  one  of  the  two  is  defeated. 

Is  tlûs  just  the  case  for  Germany  ?  then  Mr.  Wilson's  note  cornes 
at  the  right  time.  It  is  unseasonable  if  it  be  true  that  Germany, 
looking  at  her  sinews  which  still  seem  strong,  refuses  to  own  that 
she  is  out  of  breath  and  tries  to  negociate  in  order  to  restore  her 
regular  breathing. 

But,  even  then,  I  have  the  best  reasons  to  beUeve  that  Mr.  Wil- 
son  has  not  contemplated  for  a  minute  the  idea  of  favooring 
Germany  at  our  expense. 

We  will  letnra  to  this  subject  in  a  ^rt  wfaile.  by  going  into 
the  conditions  which  brought  the  reelected  président  to  take  this 
step  in  a  rather  bewildering  way. 

If  I  mention  this,  at  the  beginning  of  my  lecture,  it  is  in  order 
to  do  away  with  the  notion,  at  one  time  prévalent  among  the 
AUies,  that  it  was  a  sign  that  America's  friendship  was  on  the  wane. 

It  goes  without  sa)àng  that  I  am  only  giving  my  own  feeUng  as 
it  is  after  a  trip  to  the  United-States,  in  too  short  a  time  to  study 
as  deeply  as  I  wished  those  very  serions  and  very  important 
subjects.  The  c  Université  des  Annales  »  asked  me,  as  soon  as  I 
retumed  home,  to  come  hère  and  deiiver  this  lecture  about  my 
trip  to  Amaica*  When  I  accepted  it  was  a  few  days  bef ore  the  two 
striking  events  which  have  taken  place  :  i.e.  the  German  sugges- 
tions of  peace  and  the  American  note.  The  ground  has  become 
dangerous.  I  will  tread  it  carefully.  It  will  be  ail  the  worse  for  me 
alone  if  I  am  hurt  in  the  process. 

In  order  to  minimize  my  chances  of  malring  mistakes,  I  will 
endeavour  to  place  facts  and  figures  rather  than  appredatioas 
bef  ore  you. 


The  help  that  the  American  nation  is  giving  us  (once  for  ail 
it  is  understood  that  when  I  speak  of  America  or  of  the  American 
nation  I  mean  only  the  United-States  of  North-Ammca  —  this  is 
<mly  for  convenience  and  becanseit  is  cnstcmiary)  is  manifcdd  and 
goes  in  diifecent  difectioiiSii 
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Despite  the  risk  of  drawing  a  smile  from  who  see  only  in  the 
game  of  lif e  a  séries  of  facts,  I  wiU  set  first  and  f oremost  the  moral 
encouragement  given  us  by  the  passionate  approval  of  ail  social 
leaders,  who  admire  boundlessly  the  self-renouncement  with 
which  our  people  stand  a  war  started  with  the  aim  of  crushing 
Serbia  and  violating  Belgium.  They  are  enthusiastic  over  the 
wonderM  leats  of  those  who  foo^t  on  the  Marne,  on  the  Yser, 
BBà  at  Verdun,  and  ooming  fnm  a  nation  that  a^predates 
nothing  more  than  courage  and  tenadty,  îs  voy  oomlorting  to  us. 
In  a  war  fought  for  Justice  and  Right,  it  is  aHowed  to  make 
much  of  the  «  impondérables  »  as  Bismarck  said,  and  we  must  own 
that  he  was  not  lenient  towards  a  poUcy  of  feeUngs. 

We  must  not  however  imagine  that  the  whole  of  America  is 
exalted  for  our  cause  :  in  the  East,  in  one  p»art  of  CaUfomia,  in  the 
Southern  States  that  remember  the  time  when  they  were  French, 
the  greater  part  of  the  population  is  passionately  with  us.  In  the 
Middle-West,  wheare  the  great  fanners  live,  there  is  no  hostility 
against  us  but  we  are  haxdfy  known  at  ail  ;  the  people  are  wron^ 
inlonned  about  the  causes  of  tl^  war  znd  its  important  facts  — 
on  account  of  the  wonderful  activity  of  the  German  propaganda 
in  thèse  régions.  Several  American  papers  value  at  ovar  a 
hundred  million  francs  the  amount  of  its  expenses,  I  mean  the 
expenses  for  propaganda  alone  —  besides  which  there  is  a  budget 
for  outrages.  For  Count  Bemstorff's  agents  are  not  content  with 
their  Gennan  words  —  which  still  take  in  some  people  like  certain 
low-dass  advertising  that  manages  to  slip  in  ixapudently  here  and 
thm*  Thc^addacticni^andwhatanacticm  I 

Âfter  theAustrian  ambassador  Dumba  and  theGennan  naval 
attaché  von  Pappen,  expèQed  by  the  American  goveniinent  ; 
alter  the  révélations  made  by  the  agent  caUed  Graves,  «me  of 
the  Embassy's  favorite  détectives,  here  are  SOTEie  fresh  news 
about  the  diplomatie  activity  of  the  Central  Empires  in  the  United- 
States  :  the  Fédéral  Court  of  Washington  has  just  retumed  a 
verdict  of  «  culpability  »  against  the  German  gênerai  consul  Franz 
Bopp,  the  vice-consul  von  Schack,  the  lieutenant  Wilhehn  von 
Kindcen,  military  attaché,  a  certain  Charles  Cronel,  détective 
and  a  Mrs  Comill  his  acaoni^ice.  The  inculpation  mentioned  an 
<Hganization  for  blowing  up  anmmnitkm  factories  in  the  Uni- 
ted*States  and  Canada»  sfaips  and  railway&  This  was  fcnind 
ont  qmte  latdy.  The  Reuter  di^tch  wfaidh  broi]|^t  the  news 
ower  was  sent  on  Jannary  13^*^  ;  —  its  sender  adds  with  a 
phlegmatic  calm  that  the  «  govemment  is  studying  the  question 
of  asking  Germany  to  recall  those  ofi&cials  who  have  criminally 
made  bad  use  of  their  f  unction  ». 


This  is  in  what  terms  one  of  the  best  newspapers,  the  New- 
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York  Sun  spoke  of  the  consul's  action  :  «  From  now  on  the  condem- 
nation  of  a  German  gênerai  consul  does  not  surprise  any  cme  more 
than  a  verdict  of  cvd^pabâity  rctnraed  against  a  confirmed  criminal.  » 

Our  represoitatives  are  more  reserved^  and  I  do  not  think  I 
will  hurt  them  by  saying  that  they  do  not  much  more  propaganda 
tlûa  outrages. 

The  fact  of  being  cautions  is  meritorious,  or  at  least  refined 

and  élégant,  and  it  avoids  us  the  many  protests  that  foUow  up 
the  diplomatie  agents  of  the  Central  Empires,  most  of  which  have 
been  caught  red  handed  handling  explosives.  It  deserves  us 
imdoubtedly  flattering  homages  Uke  the  one  that  at  the  La 
Fayette  banquet  where  I  had  the  honour  to  sit,  one  of  America's 
greatest  orators,  Mr.  James  Beck,  made  of  our  ambassador 
Mr.  Jusserand  who  during  his  prokmgeà  stay  in  Washington  has 
so  deverly  managed  to  prwnote  love  and  esteem  for  our  cow^^ 
hitherto  so  little  known. 

t  The  ambassador,  said  Mr.  James  Beck,  has  never,  at  any 
time,  misused  the  hospitality  of  the  country  where  he  fiUs  tfafe 
important  post.    On  this  point  his  behaviour  might  be  set  as 

example  to  one  at  least  of  the  diplomats  in  Washington  who  seem 
to  our  eyes  rather  slow  to  start  for  his  coimtry  where  he  will  meet 
again  his  former  zealous  subordinates.  » 

This  acknowledgement  is  well  deserved  ;  would  it  be  less  so 
if,  with  the  Embassy's  agreement,  the  eminent  and  staunch  men 
who  direct  our  information  service  endeavoured  to  arrange  with 
a  few  well-known  French  personalities  who  would  not  refuse 
despite  the  hardships  of  the  trip,  that  they  should  go  to  the 
United^tates  —  espedally  in  the  Western  States  wbae  we  aie 
so  little  and  so  badly  known  — not  in  order  to  create  agitation, 
but  to  opesa  bdbre  Ôie  people's  eyes  the  numerons  notes  of  the 
great  Cause  we  are  fighting  for  against  the  Huns. 

It  would  even  be  indispensable  to  make  known  to  populations 
who  ignore  it  —  do  not  think  I  am  exagerating  —  that  when 
France  déclares  she  shall  not  lay  down  the  arms  till  the  time  when 
Alsace  will  have  become  French  once  more,  it  is  not  that  she 
aims  at  a  conquest  —  like  one  tries  to  make  the  good  Middle- 
Westemers  believe,  —  but  the  legitimate  restitution  .which  she 
expect  frcnnthis  war  in  which  she  has  been  drawn  1>y  sheer  force 
I  was  stroni^y  im^rnssed  by  tiiiis  extiaordinary  state  of  mmd, 
when  I  went  to  America.  The  last  Gemian  note^in  whidi  tiie 
cynicism  of  the  Beilin  chancery  make  us  ont  to  be  ccmquerors 
confirms  the  tendendes  of  this  unbdievable  propaganda  which 
would  soon  become  dangerous  if  one  did  not  endeavour  to  ûght 
against  the  German  hes. 
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The  appearance  upon  the  scène  of  abbé  Wetterlé  or  Mr.  Blu- 
menthal,  protesting  d^uties,  would  certainly  bring  to  the  ground 
those  înfamkft  and  those  mho  iaveat  them.  Men  like  Ber^cm  or 
Boatrcmx  —  so  highly  esteemed  by  ail  who  think  and  stady  — 
one  of  our  bishops  fmm  a  martyr-town  would  do  holy  w<»k  by 
showing  to  the  eamest  and  well  meaning  hearts  of  many  willing 
Americans  whose  minds  have  been  poisoned,  the  high  reasons  of 
the  fight  we  mean  to  lead  «  to  the  finish  ». 

If  I  insist  on  this  point,  it  is  because  it  does  not  affect  only 
my  Personal  feehng,  but  because  I  am  sure  of  answering  the  wish 
of  our  compatriots  Uving  in  America,  who  in  accordance  with  our 
best  friends  over  there,  entreat  us  not  to  rest  on  the  justness  of 
our  cause  in  face  of  adveisaries  so  active  as  the  millions  of  German- 
Americans  for  whom  amy  means  are  good  in  cnrdar  to  find  judges 
against  justice. 

One  of  the  Frenchmen  best  informed  about  North  America 
where  he  has  travelled  over  and  over  again  and  who  has  some 
relations  there,  wrote  to  me,  a  few  days  ago  : 

«  Do  not  make  too  much  of  the  sympathy  shown  us  in  the 
large  towns,  in  the  clubs,  in  the  high  financial  and  industriel 
drdes  and  in  the  well-*to-do  middle  class,  especially  in  the  £ast, 
for  whm  one  stays  for  some  time,  as  I  have  done,  in  the  small 
towns  and  in  the  country,  among  the  rural  democracy»  one  <rften 
hears  another  chord*  » 

It  finds  echo  in  some  working-unions,  and,  this  is  no  less 
serious,  a  strange  wind  of  doctrinal  pacifism  blows  since  some 
time  in  certain  intellectual  groups,  where  one  sets  to  work  to  try 
and  beat  down  the  great  protest  that  arose  from  ail  the  Universita- 
rian  circles  against  the  torturers  of  Belgium. 

This  is  where  the  German  peace  still  finds  supporters,  which 
the  unpteasantness  of  the  task  seems  to  have  lead  on  to  the  game 
—  a  game  truly  inf aior  to  the  traditional  aqniiations  of  the  Ame- 
rican high-culture. 

On  the  other  hand  how  passionately  convindng,  how  warmly 
éloquent,  how  highly  reUgious  are  the  united  voices  of  the  most 
beloved  priests  of  the  American  churches  when  they  cry  out 
against  a  pacifism  as  unfair  as  it  would  be  dangerous.  Listen  to 
the  protestant  Bishops'  protest,  which  the  éloquent  rector  of  the 
American  Colony's  temple  in  Paris,  the  Révérend  Mr.  Watson, 
explained  latdy  in  the  review  France-Amérique,  after  having,  in 
a  ^eodid  sermon  delivered  on  Christmas  Day,  brought  shame  on 
the  bad  Chiistians  who  would  prêter  the  ease  and  benefits  of  a 
âiiitful  neutraUty  to  the  duties  of  an  expîatory  war.  Hepreadied 
the  pure  doctrine  oi  Christ  ofiering  peace  upon  earth  at  the  price 
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of  an  unceasing  war  against  crime  and  f  orbidding  his  disciples  to 
eajoy  that  peace  as  long  as  the  evil-dœr  is  not  brought  to  the 
ground. 

It  is  true  that  the  trieunal  Congress  of  Protestant  Bishops  of 
the  United-States  has  sent  to  the  congrégations  a  message  meant 
to  be  read  fiom  the  pulpit  and  commentediqKxn  in  every  temple» 
which  evokes  solemnly  the  great  cardinal  Merder,  whose  justi- 

ciary  words  against  the  Huns'  pacifism  resounded  through  the 
whole  Christian  world.  The  Bishops  entreat  their  congrégations 
to  hsten  to  the  Belgian  prelate  when  this  mandatory  of  the  God 
of  Justice  proclaims  that  the  Church  places  the  respect  of 
Ri^t  before  the  invaluable  feeling  of  universal  fratemity  ;  when 
he  asserts,  after  saint  Thomas  of  Âquin,  that  pubUc  prosecution 
is  a  necessary  vertue  and  that  as  long  as  crime  rmains  unpunished 
the  conscience  of  the  righteous  is  up  in  arœs  ;  when  he  remadcs 
that  the  spirit  of  the  Jewish  Law  was  alike,  fmm  jwhat  we  read 
in  the  «  imprécations  »  of  the  Prophète  and  the  Psahnist's  hymœ* 
And  such  is  also  the  feehng  of  the  révérend  Manning  of 
Trinity  Church,  when  he  calls  upon  his  compatriots  to  accomphsh 
the  Act  of  Faith  that  Christ's  teachings  command,  «  that,  far 
from  enticing  us  to  hve  in  peace  with  the  wicked,  orders  us  to 
against  their  misdeeds.  » 

This  is  absotutdy  the  same  thing  as  colonel  Roosevelt's  doc- 
trine, when  he  wishes  cfaivahous  America  to  ^  to  the  help  of 
desecrated  justice  and  trodden*Klown  Humanity,  in  Ms  bodc  where 

religions  faith  and  patriotism  unit  ail  their  eamest  forces.  Fear 

God  and  take  your  part  !  One  finds  in  the  first  pages,  those  worés 
spoken  by  Abraham  Lincohi  during  the  War  against  slavery  : 
<(  Set  yourself  on  the  side  of  Right  !...  If  you  do  not  uphold  those 
who  stand  for  it,  you  f  ail  to  do  your  duty  as  a  man,  as  an  American.» 
Through  this  great  stateman's  tenacity,  the  United-States  were 
saved  in  the  dark  hours  when,  holding  out  against  the  feehng  of 
a  people  down-^hearted  by  the  long  duration  of  the  fight,  he 
refused  to  contemi^ate  the  possitafities  of  a  hasty  peace  which 
wouM  (mly  have  délayed  the  scourge  of  dvil  war«  by  making 
thîçgs  last  indefinitely.  Paying  homage  to  the  AlUes'  steadfast 
resolution,  who  do  not  admit  that  their  dead  should  have  given 
their  hfe  in  vain,  Mr.  Roosevelt  lodges  a  protest  against  the 
nefarious  efforts  of  the  pacifists,  who  are  the  unconscious  auxi- 
haries  of  those  who  profit  from  the  war.  «  Those  men  who  believe 
themsdves  the  servants  of  God  ace  the  ioUowers  of  BaaL  » 

Sttdililce  exhOTtations  have  a  great  influence  on  a  yomig 
nation  whose  ide^  tends  towards  mystidsm  and  shows  itsdf 
generally  through  a  very  deep  and  active  r^^nom  i^tihUiey 
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easily  got  thc  best  of  ail  the  cunningness  of  Bernstorfî's  propa- 
ganda  ;  they  oppose  serenely  the  adveat  of  a  Clmstian  peace, 
based  on  thc  re^>ect  and  love  of  ones'  brethxen,  tothe  bafbaiiaii 
idea  of  homaMty  leduced  to  davery  by  the  waxlike  hord  whose 
idéal  ve»t  m  the  dtocikmg  prayer  made  up  by  Pastcn:  Philip, 
of  Beriin»  and  published  in  a  german  periodical  the  Reform  : 


«  We  have  entered  the  third  year  of  war  and  however  I  say  : 
«  God  be  blessed  for  having  allowed  this  war  to  break  out  !  God 
«  be  blessed  for  having  prevented  prématuré  peace  !  I  will 
«  repeat  :  Blessed  be  God  who  has  let  loose  this  war,  because  no 
c  other  thing  in  the  woild,  except  war,  CMld  have  aswed  tiie 
«  salvalicAcrfthejgasnanpe^le  t» 


If  this  frantic  invocation  of  the  greatest  calamity  that  evet 
befdl  the  inhatited  planets  had  sprung  from  the  exalted  soul  of 
one  of  the  Allies,  you  can  guess  with  what  speed  the  Impérial 
propaganda  would  hasten  to  let  ail  the  neutrals  hear  of  its  dis- 
graceful  expression.  I  would  like  to  think  that  our  information 
press  service  will  not  let  the  sincère  padûsts  of  the  New-Continent 
ignore  it. 


We  do  not  fail  to  rendar  homage  to  the  genax)sity  of  their 

of 


intentions,  when  they  try,  meaning  well,  to  cou»  to  thc 
the  victiiiis  of  the  gennan  aggresâmi  by  stopping  the  ^nghttf, 
and  this  at  the  vwy  tiine  when  the  bleeding  victim,  springing  up 
anew  with  thc  utmost  energy,  catches  the  criminal  at  the  throat, 
fiimly  resolved  not  to  let  go  as  long  as  dvilization  will  not  be 
avenged  ;  they  do  not  fully  realize  the  unfaimess  that  would  be 
done  by  those  who,  putting  an  end  to  the  fight  under  such  con- 
ditions, would  draw  the  culprit  away  from  immanent  justice  and 
allow  him  to  rmew  his  ciimes. 


More  numerous  and  more  infhMnttal,  bat  no  1^  to  be  fcaied, 
are  the  realistic  mindswho  dérive  thdr  inspiiatum  irom  a  soies  of 
stndics  pnbUshed  by  thc  Ne»  York  Times  before  Mr.  Wilson's 
note  which,  as  every  one  knows,  happened  to  be  sent  just  at  the 
same  time  asBethmannHollweg's  last  move  :  i.e.  before  the  out- 
break  of  german  anger  brought  about  by  the]Allies'  answer.  The 
writer  expressed  the  feeling  that  very  soon  Germany,  having  lost 
the  game,  would  see  the  advantage  of  ending  it  without  losing 
in  a  fight  which  would  mean  min  for  her.  He  started  from  this 
point.  «  The  fulfilment  of  Germany  and  Austria's  great  aims  has 
been  put  ont  oi  question  1^  their  common  defeat,  which  is  now 
as  deuiy  évident  and  as  sure  as  if  it  had  been  recognized  a 
traaty.  »  He  âdded  tiiàt  ail  the  attempts  to  wliicà  answered  tà» 
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war  let  loose  by  Imperiafism  having  tumed  against  him,  he  fougfat 
now  only  in  order  to  hide  as  long  as  posàblc  the  disaster  fcom  the 
german  people.  It  being  impossible  to  prolong  this  sitoation. 
the  writer  of  the  New-York  Times  pretended  to  think  that  tiie 
vital  interest  of  the  Central  Empires  would  compel  them  before 
kHig  to  make  necessary  concessions  before  the  force  of  f acts.  Thèse 
significant  appréciations  of  the  most  important  'American  paper 
which  is  well  known  to  be  in  relation  with  Mr.  Wilson,  and 
coming,  if  oae  bdieves  Ihe  eoc^h  Times,  from  a  former  member, 
of  his  goveniment,  pieceded  only  shortly  the  note  to  the  belli- 
gerentpowere.  Are  we  entitled  to  thmk  that  they  were  meant  to 
prépare  our  minds  to  what  was  coming  ?  They  weie  nefmthdeas 
astounded. 

At  any  rate,  they  express  in  words  which  we  Uke  to  remmber, 
an  unbiassed  opinion  of  the  actual  conditions  of  the  World- 
wide fight. 

This  opinion,  coming  frwn  «le  of  the  observation  posts  best 
plaoed  to  examine  the  respective  po^ti(Hi$  of  the  parties,  is 
enoouraging  to  us. 

Is  it  not  comf  orting,  at  the  time  when  Mr.  Wilson  s  note  speaks 
of  peace,  or  at  least  of  the  conditions  ia  which  it  is  conceivable,  to 
hear  the  leading  press  of  the  United-States  —  apart  flOOi  the 
black  and  yellow  press  —  cry  out  to  us  with  aU  its  might  : 

«  Hold  on  l  !  !  The  time  is  near  when  you  will  have  the  best 
(Klthœil» 

And  here  is  again,  coming  from  the  pen  of  Mr.  Murray  Butler, 
Président  of  Cdumbia,  one  of  the  highest  standards  of  American 
thought,  a  no  less  optimistic  appréciation.  I  take  it  from  yesfcer- 

day's  paper  : 

«  I  cannot  foretell  what  the  year  1917  will  bring,  but  unless  ail 
our  informations  conceming  the  revictualling  of  Germany  are 
false,  the  people  of  that  Empire  must  break  down  in  the  following  six 
months.  If  the  Germans  do  not  succeed  in  frightening  the  Allies 
into  an  inamclusive  -peace  during  that  space  of  time,  the  former 
wiUJ  believe,  be  furud  to  &menàer  without  conditions  and  to  accept 
the  ncw  «der  of  tfaings  for  which  the  AUies  are  fighting,  which, 
if  it  is  estabKshed,  will  opea  a  new  era  in  the  history  of  Europe  and 

of  humanity. 

One  knows  in  what  way  the  gênerons  country  I  have  just 
been  through  gives  proof  of  her  sympathy  for  the  people  who  are 
fighting  for  Right  with  ail  their  forces  and  resources,  and  gives 
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them  evety  enoourageiiient  Do  yoa  know  what  was  at  the 
boguming  of  fbe  présent  year  the  amount  of  United-States'  gifts  ? 
Exactly  28  minions  986  thousand  dollars,  or  almost  150  miUions 
francs,  according  to  the  officiai  report  issued  by  the  Carnegie 
Institute  and  published  by  the  monthly  review  of  the  «  Comité 
France-Amérique  »,  the  greater  part  of  thèse  funds  were  sent  to 
help  the  Allies. 

In  a  thriUing  lecture  which  Mr.  Millerand  gave  at  the  Scn-bonne. 
he  made  known  by  a  very  long  hst  o£  names^  whidtane  didnot 
tire  to  hear  —  the  most  important  diaxitable  associations  by 
which  our  friends  from  over  the  Ooean  have  given  proof  of  their 
interest  in  our  cause  ;  he  could  not  do  more  than  call  attention  to 
the  most  beautiful  of  a]l,  the  Association  for  the  French  Orphans 
of  the  War,  which  was  then  being  made  up  under  Mr.  William  D. 
Guthrie's  patronage  and  which  means  to  give  for  the  éducation  of 
poor  French  Orphans  a  sum  of  650  millions  of  francs  —  you  have 
noted  my  words  :  I  say  almost  three  quarte»  of  a  milliaid. 

Besides  thèse  colossal  sums  which  are  raised  by  sfdendid 
efforts  of  human  sohdarity,  one  must  notice  the  untiring  activity 
that  so  many  men  and  women  bdonging  to  ail  classes  and  condi- 
twos  put  at  the  disposai  of  ail  thèse  associations  so  useful  to  our 
wonnded,  our  refugees,  the  populations  of  those  parts  of  Belgium 
and  France  that  are  invaded,  the  over-numerous  miseries  of  the 
victime  of  those  which  the  Enghsh  have  called  Huns.  One  must 
particurlarly  be  thankful  for  the  wonderful  practical  sensé  of 
organization,  the  careful  handhng  that  a  few  choice  business  — 
men  apply  in  view  of  getting  the  most  out  of  thèse  bountiful 
undertakings,  the  model  of  which  seems  to  be  the  Rdief 
Clearing  House.  managed  by  some  of  the  most  important  men  of 
the  Umted-States  and  whose  Paris  Comittee  is  wondeifnlly  orga- 
nized  and  untiring^y  ^ective. 

And  among  thèse  many  proofs  of  a  brotherly  zeal,  for  which 
we  wffl  never  show  enough  gratitude,  is  there  anything  more 
touching  than  the  brave  and  nobly  unassuming  zeal  of  those 
young  Americans  who,  remembering  La  Fayette's  words  which 
Mr.  Millerand  mentioned  a  few  days  ago  :  «  At  the  first  news  of 
the  American  war  my  heart  enhsted  !  »  have  left  in  great  numbere 
their  country,  their  familles,  their  interests  or  their  studies  —  for 
many  of  them  belong  to  the  Universities  —  in  oïder  to  enlist  in 
our  Aviation,  in  the  Fordgn  Légion,  or  one  of  those  splendid 
Ambulances  for  the  front  which  Mr.  Katt  Andrew,  the  well  known 
économiste  former  Under-Secretary  for  the  Treasury,  manages  so 
wdL  I  was  <m  the  same  boat  as  he  was,  retuming  to  France  and 
he  brought  over  with  him  about  f orty  young  recruits.  As  soon  as 
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they  landed,  they  took  rank  among  their  comrades  at  the  front 
who  carry  our  wounded  under  the  worst  fire  and  bombardment 
without  taking  heed  of  the  danger  which  surrouads  them,  whiist 
so  many  brave  compatriots  on  their  airships  are  accomplishing 
every  day  gloiious  f eats»  the  usefuhiess  aad  effidency  <rf  which  are 
f  ully  appredated  by  our  aviators.  Several  of  them  whose  names 
will  be  remembered  for  ever,  Chapman,  Norman  Prince,  Richard 
Hall,  Alan  Seegers  fell  in  our  ranks,  others  have  perished  in  the 
Foreign  Légion  where  they  enhsted  by  hundreds,  when  the  German 
army,  as  I  was  told,  did  not  count  more  than  «  two  »  Americans. 

One  of  the  first  who  where  killed  is  René  Phehzott,  of  Chi- 
cago ;  when  the  young  man,  who  had  fallen  under  our  banners, 
was  taken  up  to  be  buried,  they  found  on  his  breast  the  starred 
flag  of  his  country  ;  his  most  intimate  friaids  did  not  know  that 
he  had  been  hiding  it  there,  near  his  heart,  thiouf^  ingmous 
raodesty  of  patriotic  devotum.  One  ci  Ms  btotha:-at-aims  took 
for  Mmself  the  sacred  embkm  wbidi  testifies  the  passionate 
coavicti<m  of  those  who  serve  their  country  while  minghng  their 
blood  with  ours. 

The  greater  part  of  those  young  men  had  just  left  the  Univer- 
sity.  I  even  met  one  of  them,  in  the  Piatt  Andrew  Ambulance, 
who  went  on  leave,  against  his  will,  to  finish  his  studies  at  Harvard, 
after  fifteen  months  of  active  semœ.  This  veteram  was  dxteen 
yeazsokL 

From  an  interesting  article  in  the  last  number  of  the  Revue 
des  Deux-Mondes  I  take  the  following  Unes  of  Mr.  Anatole  Le  Braz 
who  knows  wonderfully  well  the  spirit  of  those  American  high 
schools  where  he  had  the  honour  to  teach. 

«  The  worship  of  France  has  become  a  dogma  in  most  of  the 
Collèges  on  the  other  side  of  the  Atlantic  Océan  ;  and  they  are 
not  satisfied  with  celebrating  thon  by  platonic  dieeis  or  by 
wrapping  up  in  the  French  coburs  tions  maie  m  GemumyX 
«  I  do  not  think  that  any  of  our  Transatlantics  came  back  from 
New-York  without  having  on  board  some  motor-car  for  the 
ambulances,  this  being  the  contribution  of  an  American  Collège 
to  the  sublime  labour  of  the  French.  And  those  cars  do  not  travel 
alone  ;  they  are  accompanied  by  a  squad  of  voluntary  attendants 
who  during  several  months  have  been  saving  money  in  order  to 
cover  the  expenses  of  the  expédition  and  who  have  found  time 
enough,  notwithstanding  their  studies,  to  undergo  the  necessaiy 
training.  A  great  many  of  them,  on  leaving  America  do  not  know 
more  than  three  words  of  our  language,  ahrays  the  same,  whidi 
aie  being  npeatfid  fm  one  eod  ol  the  United-States  to  the  other. 
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Hke  a  fc^mula  <rf  magie  spdl  :  «  La  belle  France  !  »  But  on  the 
way,  on  dcdc,  you  aôgbt  faappen  to  atteod  to  some  class  in  the 
open  air  and  Iwc  ont  at  sea,  the  «  boys  »  with  intent  faces 
repeat  over  and  over  again  the  indi^ensatde  scraps  ci  convwr- 

sation.  And  this  tedious  task  to  which  they  bind  tiiemsdves  in 
extremis  shows  better  than  anything  else  how  determined  they  are 
to  dévote  themselves  to  oui  cause.  » 

«  I  mean  to  be  able  to  hold  conversation  with  your  wounded 
wten  I  sum  nursing  them  »  told  me  one  of  thèse  young  university 
cnisaders.  «Ah^ttnghandîsnotenoiigh;  Iwishtobeabletouse 

heartfdt  wonfe.  » 

I  can  vouch  the  veracity  of  this  sketch. 

Thèse  young  men,  who  corne  over  to  fight  by  oiir  âde  withoiit 
understanding  our  language  —  a  gesture  is  enough  to  show  feding 
—  awake  the  remembrance  of  La  Fayette's  French  companions 
among  whom  the  luckiest,  those  who  were  learned,  had  to  use 
Latin  in  their  intercourse  with  some  of  their  brother-at-arms. 
There  is  sign  of  this  at  every  page  of  their  Memoirs  and  letters. 
Here  is  an  instance  taken  fnwax  the  war  notes  of  one  of  the  greatest 
University  men  of  the  time  —  I  translate  it  from  Mr.  Jiissaraad's 
book  (i). 

«  Odober  y^^  1770.  —  Splendid  dmner  with  gênerai  itocham- 

beau.  I  spoke  with  him  in  Latin,  he  speaks  tolaraWy  wéIL  » 

Rochambeau  in  his  youth  had  gone  in  for  derical  stttdies. 

One  of  his  heutenants  called  Silly,  wrote  to  an  english  officer  : 
Inglicam  linguam  noscere  conabor.  In  thèse  far  away  times,  inter- 
preters  were  fewer  in  the  army  than  nowadays. 


AU  thèse  proofs  of  friendship  and  confidence  are  deeply  grati- 
fying  to  us  —  but  one  cannot  forget  that  the  United-States  have 
served  even  moi:e  effid^tly  the  Alhed  cause  by  sending  goods 
and  money • 

You  wîU  probably  ask  if  thèse  parts  of  the  balance^heet 
of  our  transatlantic  intercourse  must  figure  under  the  headingof 

friendship,  and  if  their  place  is  not  rather  under  that  of  interest. 
This  is  absolutely  fair,  but  I  would  like  you  to  notice  that,  till 
now,  thank  God  !  interest  followed  the  same  Unes  as  friendship. 
We  hope,  we  wish  that  this  happy  combination  may  last  for  a  long 
time  to  corne*  Chie  must,  however,  keep  in  mind  Washington's 
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wise  and  eamest  woids  and  mnember  that  his  realîstic  poUtics 
aiways  alkywed  leeling  to  M  its  part  in  the  first 
he  remadced  in  1778  tiiat  «  it  is  a  saying  based  <n  universal  expé- 
rience of  humanity  that  there  exists  no  nation  on  which  one  can 

count  outside  of  the  limits  of  her  interests,  and  a  wise  Statesman 
will  not  deter  from  this  principle  !  » 

Let  us  examine  objectively  from  this  standpoint,  without 
thinking  of  the  United-States'  position  in  the  universal  war  such 
asitafqpeaisfiromwhat  weknow.  Â  very  reœarkable  stu<ty  wUcli 
came  ont  msigned  in  the  CmrespomdMt  gave  us  a  few  days  ago 
some  interertiiig  figures,  taken  firom  some  offidal  reports  and 
giving  the  predse  meamng  of  Mr  Moi^mthau  n<»^  décla- 
ration (Mr.  Morgenthau  is  one  of  the  most  prominent  American 
diplomats  and  one  of  the  most  considered  and  most  active  of  the 
president's  représentatives). 

«  Our  national  wealth,  said  he,  has  been  increased  in  two 
years  of  41  milliards  of  dollars  —  over  200  milliards  de  francs.  » 
A  rq>ort  even  more  recait,  the  circular  of  the  Comittee  for  the 
Survey  of  the  National  Banks^  stated  in  a  less  predse  ^y  but  in 
terms  even  more  striking  tôt  tibose  who  aie  not  used  to  sudi  enor* 
mous  figures  that  the  United-^tates  had  got  richer  in  two  years  of 
more  than  seemed  possible  for  several  générations.  This  is  what 
the  said  Mr.  Morgenthau,  praising  the  Wilsonian  policy,  stated  in 
a  phrase  even  more  tasty  by  saying  that  his  countiy  «  basked 
superbly  in  its  good  time  !  » 

«  Alas  !  poor  country  !  »  sigh  the  economists  of  the  Dembuig 
school  —  Mr.  Dembnrg  was,  let  it  be  remembered»  one  of  the 
pMmem  of  the  gemian  rationaUsm,  I  mean  short  One 
knows  that  this  ma^r  in  the  art  of  propaganda  endeavws  since 
some  time  to  show  to  the  Americans  the  daik  side  of  the  prosperity 
th^  dérive  from  the  european  war.  He  deigns  to  own  that  the 
United-States  have  drained  in  less  than  two  years  more  than 
half  the  quantity  of  gold  of  the  world  ;  but  he  does  not  condescend 
to  see  in  this  flood  which  so  many  countries  would  look  upon  as 
being  as  fertilizing  as  those  of  the  Nile,  an)rthing  but  a  dreaded 
cataclysm  :  déprédation  of  salaries,  rise  in  the  cost  of  life;  we  know 
the  story.  Since  a  long  time  the  bochophiles  of  the  Middie*West 
tell  this  story  to  the  housewives,  who  are  ever  xeady  to  become 
indignant  about  a  rise  of  twenty  or  thirty  per  cent  on  the  price  of 
eggs  or  fowl,  smaflranscmi  of  tihe  rise  of  thdr  men'ssalaries,  of  the 
goods  and  of  ail  the  fonns  of  reward  of  national  industry,  in  aocor- 
dance  with  the  principle  of  the  circulation  of  wealth,  whose  puise 
sends  the  blood  at  every  point  of  a  well  built  organism  at  short 
notice.   Corning  after  Seaeca^  after  the  Fath^  of  the  Church 
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preaching  the  hue  oi  wealth,  the  Demburg's  epistle  to  the  victims 
of  fhe  Pactcdos  flood  I  How  can  it  be  aœwered  except  by  an  im- 
nical  disdain.  After  ail,  was  not  that  Mr.  Dernburg  wiser  not  to 
complain  ? 

According  to  a  statement  made  in  June  1915,  by  Pratt, 
director  of  the  Office  for  Foreign  and  inland  Trade,  the  amount  of 
the  American  stocks  in  Eiirope  at  the  time  of  the  outbreak  of  the 
war  was  £  1.400  millions  ;  on  the  other  hand,  the  European 
stocks  in  tbe  Umted-States  only  amoimted  to  200  millicMEtô^  which 
left  1.200  nnOiom  for  America's  debt  to  Enrope.  In  oïder  to 
make  the  best  of  this  situation,  the  American  treasury  issned  at 
short  notice  bank-notes  and  certificates  for  $  596  naillions  ;  in  a 
few  months,  at  least,  5  millions  had  re-entered  the  public  funds. 

It  would  be  interesting  to  know  the  part  owed  to  the  benefits 
derived  from  the  war  supplies  in  the  increase  of  the  country's 
wealth.  This  is  hard  to  sum  up  ;  nevertheless  the  Westminster 
Gazette,  although  drawing  the  limit  at  the  direct  and  immédiate 
profits  on  goods,  outside  of  the  advances  in  money  to  the  belli- 
gerents  which  readb  over  5  milliards  francs,  values  at  &  400  mil* 
li^HQS  or  10  milliards  francs  the  iiuanease  in  value  of  foreign  trade  ; 
it  would  only  be,  on  the  whole,  the  tenth  part  of  ^e  gênerai 
increase  in  value,  but  even  that  would  mean  100  francs  per  inha- 
bitant ;  the  remainder  derived  from  the  inland  business  which 
was  increasingly  prospérons  in  the  years  that  preceded  the  war. 

I  must  make  on  this  subject  a  remark  which  seems  to  me 
important  :  according  to  many  manufacturers  and  business, 
men  with  whom  I  have  talked  on  this  question,  America,  at  the 
time  of  the  outbreak  of  the  war,  was  on  the  eve  of  an  economical 
crisis  which  frightened  awfuUy  the  business-workL  This  crisis 
vm^  t»rought  about  by  many  causes,  the  most  cosq»cuoiis  beii^ 
the  over-producticm  of  the  great  factories  ;  their  plant  hat  been 
immoderately  developed  and  the  output  was  far  beyond  tiie 
needs  of  the  inland  market,  whilst  the  foreign  outlets  had  been 
neglected  ;  on  one  hand,  speaking  from  an  économie  point  of 
view,  the  grim-looking  protectionism  which  enclosed  in  a  kind  of 
Chinese  wall  a  great  country  of  100  millions  inhabitants  used  to 
hve  on  itself  and  for  itself,  outside  of  the  export  of  certain  goods 
such  as  cotton  and  wheat,  could  only  loosen  itself  by  tariffs;  on 
the  other  hand>  from  a  practical  point  of  view,  this  country  had 
nc^ected  to  equip  a  mercantile  fteet,  outside  of  the  inland  navi« 
gaticm  on  the  Great  Lakes  and  the  Great  Rivets  wbere  tiie  toa- 
nage  is  of  considérable  importance. 

The  tragic  unloosraing  of  the  german  armies  came  at  the 
right  time  to  offer  to  America  the  eager  practise  of  belligerents 
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whose  supremacy  on  sea  enabled  them  to  go  and  fetch  across  the 
Atlantic  Océan  unhmited  quantities  of  manufoctored  goods, 
Steel  in  particular,  of  which  the  United-States  were  even  then 
the  greatest  manufacturers  in  the  worid  ;  they  tumed  ont  as 
much  Steel  as  Germany,  France  and  England. 

The  demand  for  steel  in  foreign  countries  became,  from  one 
day  to  the  next,  unquenchable.  Both  groups  of  belligerents  needed 
it,  but  owing  to  the  fact  that  the  AUies  commanded  the  high  seas, 
they  alone  could  get  it  deUvered.  Was  America  going  to  refuse 
it,  because  the  Impoials  could  not  enjoy  the  same  advantage  ? 
This  was  Germany's  opinion,  or  at  least  her  pretension.  Mr.  Wilson 
would  not  admit  it,  his  Icgal  mind  ccmld  not  be  mistaken  theie  : 
he  <fid  not  rduse  the  goods  to  any^e»  it  would  be  aU  the  mxse 
for  those  who  were  not  in  condition  to  reodve  it.  It  is  thus  that, 
his  conscience  being  satisfied,  he  gave  slHaction  to  the  aims  of 
the  national  industry  by  declaring  lawful  the  required  supplies. 

And  so  it  was  that  the  shortage  so  justly  feared  gave  way,  as 
by  a  miracle,  before  a  crisis  of  unheard  of  prosperity.  Mr.  Wilson's 
re-election  has  greatly  benefited  from  this  situation  ;  the  démo- 
cratie populations,  namely  those  oi  the  west,  were  gratef  ul  towards 
Um  ioç  several  lemom  : 

19  For  haviog  been  wise  eoough  to  aflow  the  natic»al  indus- 
tries to  get  richar  ncrtwittetaiidiag  the  pmtesto  and  thzeats  of  ttte 
Gemian  govi»unmt  ; 

2^  For  having  been  clever  enough  to  encourage  the  wonderful 

development  of  national  wealth  without  departing  from  a  strict 
neutrality. 

It  is  known  that  those  who  upheld  his  candidateship  posted 
from  one  end  to  the  other  of  the  country  this  vexing  motto  :  «  Peace 
ihrou^  prosperity  »,  or  this  one  :  «  He  has  avoided  leading  us  into 
war  ».  He  was  acclaimed  as  the  peace  ipceâé&nt  and  tbe  Carres^ 
pondmU  mmtions  the  fact  that  according  to  a  praminœt  New* 
York  paper.  there  was  a  Idnd  of  religious  ardonr  in  the  shoats  of 
«  Be  ble^ed  »  which  many  womm  voîced  with  tears  in  their  eyes 
on  his  way  through  the  towns. 

It  is  under  thèse  conditions  that  Mr.  Wilson  was  reelected  by 
one  half  of  the  United-States'  electors,  with  a  very  small  majo- 
rity  which  was  even  doubtful  for  a  short  time,  so  much  so  that 
during  24  hours  his  opponent,  Mr.  Hughes,  was  considered  elected. 
The  other  half  of  the  electors  declared  themselves^  without  any 
weakness,  but  with  an  un^kable  ânnness,  against  peace  ^at  any 
cost  ;  they  saîd  that  as  gieata  country  as  the  Umted*^tates  must 
fiad  in  peace,  besides  immédiate  pmspenty,  dignity  and  sèÊe^kf. 

Supportmg  the  candidate  were  the  most  cniincMit  statesmeo. 
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hke  colonel  Roosevelt,  Mr.  Elihu  Root,  Mr.  Chaancey  Depew, 
Mr.  Taft,  Mr.  Cboate  and  the  gtei^  part  ot  the  mosfc  infioeiitial 
papers. 

It  seems  obvions  tl^  thepresident,  dected  tinder  such  excep- 
tîonal  conditions,  will  hâve  to  keep  strictly  in  mind  this  division 
of  the  moral  énergies  of  the  country  into  two  groups  almost  équi- 
valent ;  that  his  foreign  policy  will  have  to  follow  a  line  resulting 
from  the  play  of  thèse  antagonistic  forces  and  that  he  cannot  think 
of  departing,  without  the  public  quietness  running  gieat  xisks» 
from  the  action  of  one  of  thèse  compooeuts. 

Assuiedly  he  does  net  contemplate  doing  otherwise»  and  the 
cteveniess  with  wlndi  he  has  made  use  in  the  first  four  years  of 
his  govemment  of  some  of  the  bestf ounded  claims,  of  his  opponents' 
bill,  — notin  order  to  talk  them  over  but  to  realize  them—  leads 
us  to  believe  that  the  peace  président,  which  means  peace  for 
America,  is  not  a  man  who  would  neglect  anything  that  would 
add  to  this  prosperous  peace  the  mocal  or  matffiial  goaiwifews 
that  are  indispensable. 

Bef CH:e  his  redectioii  —  tibôs  lact  is  not  enou^  known  ont 
hcre  or  is  on  way  of  beoig  foigotteo  —  Mr.  Wibon  gave  proof  of 
the  ^cerity  of  his  padâm  by  getting  in  a  few  days  a  vote  for 
opemng  crédits  for  a  widespread  military  programme  and  for  the 
naval  programme  that  is  going  to  make  the  United-States' 
fighting  navy  the  largest  in  the  world  after  that  of  Great-Britain. 
This  scheme  will  be  performed  in  three  years,  during  each  of 
which  I  milliard  575  millions  will  be  spent  ;  in  the  same  time,  a 
yearly  budget  of  i  milliard  325  millions  is  destined  to  the  bnildkig 
of  an  army  worthy  of  the  wesOth  and  might  of  the  Umted-States. 
Those  two  crédits  put  together  were  eqnal  to  51  o  /o  of  the  budget 
of  receipts  of  the  state.  The  reahzation  of  the  naval  programme 
had  at  firat  been  divided  in  five  years.  Since  the  battle  of  the 
Jntland,  which  brought  such  glory  to  the  English  navy,  the  delay 
was  reduced  to  three  years. 

This  rapidity  of  armament  —  in  a  period  when  one  hears  of 
nothing  but  disarmament  in  the  dreams  of  those  who  wish  to 
build  up  Future  Society,  does  not  tend  to  show  that  Amefica  is 
wîllîng  to  allow  her  saf  ety  or  her  digmty  to  be  expoeed* 

Mr.  Wilson  has  done  even  more  and  better  wwk  than  starting 
a  naval  i^ognomne  ;  he  has  placed  the  American  navy  in  the 
porely  milttary  situation  which  becomes;  to  it  by  drawing  it 
away  from  pohtical  influences,  against  which  Rear-Admiral 
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Bradky  Fi^e  wrote  soch  a  virulent  rtody,  part  of  which  was 
poblished  in  the  CorrespandMi  : 

«  The  most  dangerous  foe  of  the  United-States  is  notGermany 
nor  Japan,  it  is  the  American  politician.  It  is  neither  the  army 
nor  the  fleet  of  some  foreign  power  which  we  must  fear,  for  it 
belongs  to  us  to  have  an  army  or  a  fleet  superior  to  theirs  ;  what 
we  mnst  fear  a  the  politician  who  prevents  us  from  getting 
the  necessary  aimy  and  flaet,  by  convincing  the  people  that 
sodi  an  army  and  such  a  navy  will  bring  about  the  horrid  thing 
he  caBs  militaïkm.  »  And  liie  admiial  adds  :  €  Ifirtory  teaches 
us  that  no  country  has  ever  been  able  to  keep  up  her  its  greatness 
without  a  military  feeling.  Those  who  have  left  ont  the  military 
form  have  fallen  to  pièces.  » 

Mr.  Wilson,  by  supporting  the  pioneers  of  this  energetic  action, 
has  shown  that  he  was  not  and  would  not  be  in  future  a  prisoner 
of  those  politicians  who  are  nef  arious  to  ail  the  big  countries  and 
who,  by  their  clum^  and  often  underfaanded  seal  for  peace, 
drive  them  into  war  by  prev^ting  tiieœ  kom  piepadni;  for  it  — 
wfaidi  almost  means  preventing.il 

O  truly  !  politicians  are  one  of  the  most  troublesome  scourge 
of  the  sister  Republic  ;  they  are  légion  out  there  ;  their  trade  has 
become  as  huge  as  the  other  forms  of  national  activity,  the  demo- 
crats  have  Tammany  Hall,  the  republicans  have  the  Machine, 
formidable  organisms  whose  steering  gears  are  in  the  hands  of 
hidden  peoide  of  incredible  authoiity  1  Thèse  are  two  powecf  ul 
gods,  as  a  poet  said. 

Nofth'^America  cannot  envy  anything  to  our  luddest  southem 
d^iartments  m  the  way  of  parhameatary  éloquence.  You  could 
not  find  five  and  twimty-  people  dining  or  lundiing  together 
without  hearing  half  a  dozen  speeches  in  which  an  untoward 
flow  of  speech  is  noticeable.  There  are  good  speakers,  among  the 
American  poUticians,  but  they  talk  too  much.  We  must  say  in 
their  favour  that  this  does  not  prevent  them  from  acting  !  Lucky 
country  !  Mr.  Wilson  who  is  one  of  the  best  orators,  knows  won- 
derfully  how  to  handle  the  audiences.  Whilst  his  discursive 
power  is  to  our  best  speaking*machines  like  the  Niagara  is  to  the 
FaB  in  the  Bois  de  Bodogne,  he  has  constantly  appeaied  as  a 
realizer;  itwasevensometimes» whenattemptinginadevera^ 
even  s(miewliat  cunning  way  to  bcxcxow  from  the  oppositioii  its 
most  noticeable  claims  in  order  to  realize  them.  This  is  not 
what  we  call  «  Sacred  Unity  »,  or  at  least  it  is  only  a  naughty 
déformation  of  it,  but  it  is  no  less  advantageous  for  the 
çoimtiy. 
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We  must  not  minimize,  in  spite  of  the  exceptional  rights  he 
is  entitled  to,  the  difficult  task  of  a  président  of  this  Fédéral 
Republic  which  niimbers  over  a  hundred  million  dtizens,  living 
not  in  departments  but  in  States  distant  by  thdur  geographical 
situation,  difto^ent  fram  each  other  by  thdr  dknate,  thdr  costcnns, 
thdr  feélings,  thdr  interests,  where  ants^onîstic  races  meet 
without  associating,  —  without  forgetting  the  ten  million  hyphe- 
nateds  who  do  not  hide  enough  their  efforts  for  germanizing 
their  adopted  country,  —  nor  the  innumerable  and  untiring 
Irish  whose  fighting  genius  leads  them  to  ferocious  reprisais  on 
the  New  Continent  at  the  expense  of  England,  whilst  myriades  of 
Polish  refugees  endeavour  to  do  the  same  thing  against  Holy 
Rttssia.  Âdd  to  this  scmie  ^Hmidable  social  organizations  hidden 
w  not,  and  the  20  milfions  of  travaiUists  which  jMr.  Gkmipers 
prétends  to  enUst  in  the  service  of  pacifie  interventionism,  and, 
worse  than  aU  this,  a  tew  Inrotherboods  of  theorists  of  the  woild's 
eqmlibrium,  with  brains  fui!  of  îdle  fancies  and  utopiae.  It  needs  a 
politician  of  extremedeftness  to  move  among  ail  thèse  incon- 
gruous  and  heterogenous  collectivities  and,  if  not  to  satisfy 
ail  of  them  — •  one  cannot  content  every  one  in  one's  boss  !  — 
at  least  pacify  them  one  after  the  other  in  an  appropiiate 
way. 

This  awkward  situati<Hi  gives  lise  to  anxiety  among  our 
fnends  :  it  is  thus  that  one  of  the  most  imminent  New-York 
barristas,  Mr.  Condert,  who  is  one  of  tl^  kadm  of  the  repuMican 
party,  writes  : 

«  America  must  décide  without  delay  if  she  is  really  a  consti- 
tuted  country,  wishing  to  stand  up  for  the  rights  of  her  citiziens 
and  to  guarantee  everywhere  the  free  exercise  thereof,  or 
if  the  is  only  an  incohérent  juxtaposition  of  incongruous  and 
récalcitrants  éléments»  whose  bad  harmony,  publicly  owned»  can 
only  give  bad  renown,  which  becomes  daily  wocse,  m  the  hOQOiir 
ci  Âmaica  tiU  now  so  prondly  nntoncfaed.  » 

From  a  diplomatie  standpoint  it  is  tind^able  that  Bfr.  Wilson 
has  g<nie  to  the  extrême  limit^  of  varbal  conces^ons,  but  it  is  no  less 
true  that  his  notes  on  the  submarine  war,  written  in  his  usual 
clever  juridical  way,  have  gained  their  point.  Well,  it  is  not  new 
tx)  you  that  the  submarine  affair  is  the  momentous  question 
between  Washington  and  Berlin  —  and  nobody  doubts  that 
Mr.  Lansing's  words  ;  «  America  is  on  the  brink  of  war  »  alluded 
to  it.  We  are  thus  driven  to  speak  of  the  note  on  peace  —  this  is 
a  veiy  embarrassing  subject  and  I  would  like  to  tread  with  utmost 
care,  but  how  can  I  avoid  mentiomng»  in  speaking  <rf  Amakm 
friendship,  at  the  tiine  bdng,  a  step  wMdi  has  awakeaed  thiougli 
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the  wwld  soch  a  deep  feeling,  feding  wbidi  was  almost  unootn- 
fortably  painful  for  the  Allies* 

This  feeling  was  not  only  provoked  by  the  fact  that  at  the 
«cact  time  when  Germany  gave  signs  of  her  need  of  peace  whithout 
ofîering  possibilities  thereon,  the  govemment  of  Washington 
ventured  to  speak  about  it,  in  a  most  discreet  way,  assuredly,  but 
when  a  conversation  on  this  subject  did  not  seen  désirable  to  the 
defendors  of  Belgium  who  still  hold  to  cardinal  Mercier's  sublime 
wwds.  You  have  read  them  undoubtedly,  they  have  been  printod 
over  and  oven:  again,  but  I  think  wdl  to  repeat  tbem  once  more. 

When  he  went  to  R<mie,  n^efe  Bedin  was  already  trying  cm 
the  pacifie  manoeuvre»  the  hcHy  and  brave  ardibi^c^  of  Malines 
found  himself  suddenly  face  to  face,  in  a  passage  of  the  Vatican, 
with  a  German,  cardinal  Hartmann. 

As  the  sorely  tried  apostle  of  the  Belgian  martyxdom  drew 
away,  tuming  his  head  away,  the  redrobed  Hun,  without  seeming 
to  notice  this  répulsive  gesture  of  the  victim  f acing  its  tormentor, 
said  in  low  but  reassuiing  and  protective  tones  : 

«  We  willnot^peakdEthe  war.  » 

Hearing  those  words  Mgr  Merdiac,  having  scanned  disdainfuUy 
on  him,  wentt  his  way,  saying  : 

«  We  shall  not  speak  of  peace.  » 

It  was  necessary  that  thèse  words  should  be  heard,  not  only 
by  ail  Christiandom,  but  from  one  end  to  the  other  of  the  civilized 
world.  They  mean  that  we  have  no  right  to  think  of  peace  as  long 
as  justice  is  not  satisfied  and  that  we  are  not  willii^^  to  spesdc  ci  it 
with  the  one  who  wants  to  find  there  the  oonsecrationof  his  crime. 

Nobody  conld  éseam  that  Mr.  V^Oscm,  whose  Christian  faith 
is  foremost  among  his  fedings,  could  be  indiffèrent  to  thèse  highly 
moral  considérations  ;  the  idea  of  an  unjust  and  inhuman  peace 
could  certainly  no  longer  find  room  among  his  designs  however 
great  is  his  wish  to  stop  a  bloodshed  among  whose  most  pitiful 
victims  he  placed  America. 

But  ail  the  Allies  experienced  a  real  stupéfaction  on  seing  that 
he  seemed  to  give  as  much  considération  to  either  group  of  belli- 
gerents.  It  was  evidently  a  mistake  when,  on  the  faith  of  a  message 
which  did  not  give  enough  con^deration  to  the  most  req>ectable 
fedings,  one  made  of  a  plain  cUation  a  moral  assimilation  ;  this 
mœsage  was  systeinatica%  wiittœ  in  the  rigid  style  of  this  Idnd 
of  writ,  where  the  jurist  endeavors  not  to  point  any  différence 
between  the  parties. 

Of  course,  a  jurist  must  not  obviously  point  a  différence. 
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before  the  debate,  between  the  litigants  who  come  befote  iàat, 
aad  wbatever  be  hîs  previous  iediog,  ieUowkig  the  reai^iig  of 
the  notes,  he  mnst  not  attampt  to  dedme,  and  say  to  o»e  :  «  My 
dear  sir,  sit  émm  here  »,  and  to  the  other  :  «  Yoa  are  the  rascal, 
put  yoursdf  there  ». 

There  is  however  a  way  of  pointing  a  différence  ;  Mr.  Wilson 
has  taken  no  heed  of  it  ;  this  is  a  matter  of  tempérament.  He  is 
phlegmatic  ;  his  composure  is  unshaken,  his  patience  knows  no 
limit  and  he  ignores  the  small  susceptibiUties  which  aresodeep  for 
some  people,  as  well  the  highly-strung  ones  as  the  sanguines. 
He  is  obviously  neither  one  thingnor  tte  ùùier.  He was  thusvery 
mnch  surpnsed  to  see  that  one  had  mîqik^^ed  his  inner  feding, 
despite  the  many  proofe  he  had  given  wiôiout  ever  departing 
from  the  attitude  conunanded  by  strict  neutrality . 

This  préjudice  about  the  form  being  efïaced  there  remained 
the  meaning  of  the  note  ;  it  has  been  interpreted  in  many  ways 
as  is  the  case  with  every  oracle,  when  they  are  rendered  foUowing 
sacred  niles.  For  my  part  I  flatly  refuse  to  see  in  it  the  slightest 
intention  of  favoring  the  tormentors  of  civihzation  who  would 
toHDKMrrow,  it  they  were  allowed  to  strengthen  thdr  positicm  in 
Europe,  place  again  the  New-Continent  in  dai^;^.  When  <me 
sees  already  wHh  ^^hat  fear  the  American  trade  looks  upcm 
thcâr  submarine  offensive,  one  can  guess  eaâly  what  they  would 
do  when  they  would  have  the  mastery  of  the  seas  which  they 
désire  more  than  anything  for  after  the  war. 

Therein  Ues  for  the  United-States  a  question  of  hfe  or  death. 
If  it  only  meant  of  short-timed  hindrance  to  their  traffic,  the 
matter  could  be  arranged  at  the  cost  of  a  loss  more  acceptable 
than  the  sacrifice  of  digxùty  which  would  necessarily  foUow  upon 
it.  But,  it  is  the  very  freedom  of  their  transatlantic  intercourse 
wJmk  is  in  questikifiu  It  is  undeniable,  and  a  statesouai  Mke 
Mr«  Wilson  aiûl  like  tibose  who  surround  him,  as  wdl  as  the  rqure- 
sentatives  of  the  opposition  do  not  entertain  the  sUghtest  doubt 
on  this  point.  His  deep  and  sincère  love  of  peace  cannot  therefore 
prevent  him  from  holding  out  against  the  German  pretensions, 
be  it  at  the  cost  of  a  breach  the  outcome  of  which  would  not  lead 
his  country  into  damages  equai  to  the  moral  beneht  of  the  ope- 
ration. 

But  the  président  of  the  Umted-States,  however  great  is  his 
aiithoiity,  is  the  head  of  a  govanoment  of  ofnin^  He  isther^ore 
not  entitied  to  start  soch  saious  questicm  of  for^n  poUtics  as 
tiiat  which  has  placed  his  country  «  on  the  brink  of  war  »,  without 

the  support  of  an  almost  gênerai  feeling.  Well  a  great  part  of  the 
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anerican  democrax^,  held  in  darkness  and  falseiy  infomied  by 
an  untruthful  propaganda,  —  and  also  incapaUe  of  lîsing  to  ^ 
QonsîdCTaticMCis  of  a  faur-readrîng  policy,  —  shows  unequivocal 
sigos  <d  a  growing  fondness  fm  an  improvident  padfism  wfaose 
danger  it  &ils  to  see.  How  can  one  overcome  this  state  of  mind  ? 

By  showing  clearly  to  this  eamest  but  short-sighted  popu- 
lation the  absurdity  of  it  dreams  —  by  proving  this  better  than 
by  words,  i.  e.  by  the  évidence  of  facts  ;  and  the  fact  is  that  this 
peace,  désirable  for  one  and  ail,  is  impracticable  just  now,  because 
Germany,  though  owning  the  in&cemty  tbmes4^  wiU  not  reeogoise 
its  conditions  : 

2^  By  showing  up  aU  at  cmœ  the  pofitical  contrivatt^,  duo^ 
but  cunningly  hidd^  und^  the  olive  branches  by  the  kaiser  and 
his  Bamst<Mrff . 

AftCT  having  firmly  estabUshed  this  idea  in  the  peoples  mind, 
the  président  will  have  his  hands  free  to  let  America's  destinies 
reach  their  extrême  conséquences.  If  a  break  is  the  resuit  thereof 
the  président  is  shielded  towards  the  country  to  which  he  has 
shown  the  vanity  of  the  delusion  of  padO^m* 

«  I  have  done  everything,  wiU  he  be  able  to  say,  to  bring 
about  peace  upon  eartii  —  and  sea  ;  —  tibe  fofce  of  things  has 
not  allowed  it  to  be  I  » 


Strict  equity  would  that  he  denounced  those  responsible  of 
this  check  to  peace,  as  he  ought  to  have  denounced,  at  the  time. 
those  guilty  of  invasion,  but  that  is  not  his  way.  We  must  not 
expect  it  from  him  ;  in  retum  we  hope  that  from  now  on  nothing 
will  keep  him  from  entering  injto  open  fight  against  thç  sidxnarine 
piracy,  which  threatens  to  chedc;  1ns  coiaineasdal  ea^aaskm, 

Let  us  sum  up  :  a  lavge  number  of  profitable  orders  have  been 
loyally  accq>ted  by  the  American  industries,  who  have  taken 
the  engagement  of  fulfilling  them  and  justly  expect  the  benefits 
thereof,  not  having  in  any  way  given  up  the  idea  of  increasing 
their  prosperity.  Germany  has  tried  in  vain  to  tum  them  away 
from  thèse  supphes  first  by  diplomatie  intimidation,  then,  the 
threat  having  been  inefîective,  by  acts  of  vicdence  :  the  torpedoing 
of  ships  by  submarines  outside  of  very  rule  of  rights  of  naticMis 
and  naval  customs  which  àH  agiee  to  safeguaxd  the  lile  of  non- 
âght^ 

After  the  sinking  of  the  LusUama  and  that  of  the  Sussex,  the 
govenunent  of  Wadiington  sent  to  that  of  Berlin  several  notes 
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whose  mild  fonn  may  hâve  beea  criticiseâ  but  wbidi  imdeiiiably 
have  reached  thdr  aim,  which  is  to  pi*v«it  thc  Gennan  sab- 

marines  from  torpedoing  withoat  waming  the  passengers' 
ship. 

Months  have  passed  since,  but  it  happened  that  at  the  most 
momeatotis  hours  of  the  fever  preceding  the  presidential  élection, 
at  a  time  when  Mr.  Wilson,  uncertain  of  the  resuit  of  the  vote, 
camiot  pofisibly  start  upon  a  militant  policy,  some  German  sub- 
maxines,  one  of  ^ch  had  even  cnjoyed  the  kind  hospitality  of 
an  American  harbour,  go  at  the  otitekirts  of  tiiûs  harbour,  under 
the  very  ey  es  of  the  crews  of  the  navy  — as  if  meanmg  to  defy  it 
—  and  sink  half-a-dozen  ship  ivhose  crews  are  left  to  ail  the  risks 
of  a  hasardons  rescuing.  At  the  same  time  the  mioffidal  ïwess  of 
the  Central  Empires  proclaim  that  the  day  has  dawned  when  to 
start  a  great  submarine  offensive  and  to  extend  it  in  order  to  stop 
the  traf  fie  between  the  New-Continent  and  the  Allies.  This  décla- 
ration, which  is  a  real  déclaration  of  war  to  the  United-States, 
happens  just  at  the  time  when  the  Gennans  turn  out  submarines 
of  a  new  type,  built  for  sailing  long  and  far,  for  which  it  is  an 
easy  j  ob  to  work  across  the  Atlantic. 

Mr.  Wilson  lodges.  without  fiirther  dday,  a  protest  m  prin- 
dple  to  which  no  definite  answa*  is  given.  At  the  same  time,  he 
is  re-elected.  His  first  act  is  to  go  and  find  our  ambassador,  on 
the  anniversary  day  of  the  statue  of  Liberty,  given  by  France, 
and  there  he  utters  some  far-resounding  words,  visibly  meant  for 
the  gennan  imperialism. 

Shortly  after,  he  sends  his  note,  strengthened  by  the  comments 
made  by  the  imder-secretary  for  Foreign  Affairs,  who  says  that 
the  United-Statcs  are  on  the  «  verge  of  war  It  is  just  the  time 
when  Mr.  Gérard  regains  his  post  in  Beriin.  What  words  does  he 
take  there  with  him  ?  Some  sngar-water  déclarations  good  for 
banquets,  the  form  of  which  must  have  been  imperfect  nndoiib* 
tedly  as  they  resulted  in  angering  the  Gennans  and  the  Allies  ; 
it  was  certainly  not  what  this  diplomatist  aimed  at.  Mr.  Gérard 
is  not  superstitiously  attached  to  the  verbal  traditions  of  what  we 
call  solemnly  «  La  Carrière  ».  Although  he  mentioned  cleverly 
Talleyrand's  words  that  in  this  profession  one  must  know  how 
to  be  siteit  in  seven  languages  this  excellent  diplomatist  has 
perha^  on  that  point  missed  an  opportunity  of  being  silent  in 

his  own.  . 

After  ail,  one  could  hardly  misunderstand  the  meanmg  of  lus 
words,  when  he  assated  that  the  best  rdaticms  wonld  be  main- 
tained  between  his  country  and  Germany,  as  long  as  the  latter 

would  be  govemed  by  statesmen  notoriously  opposed  to  the 
extension  and  aggravation  of  the  submarine  warfare.  That 
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meant  surely  that  if  the  opposite  doctrine  got  tiie  hand, 
all  f  riendly  int«course  would  be  at  an  end. 

In  its  limited  amiability  this  déclaration  was  comminatory  : 

or  at  least  conditional  ;  to  those  who  undwstand,  it  meant  that 
Mr.  Gérard  had  got  assurances  of  a  milder  form  of  torpedoing 
than  that  considered  inadmissible  by  his  govemment,  and  that 
if  thèse  new  guarantees  were  not  observed  a  break  would  ensue* 


Here  as  égps  that  peace  will  be  ensored  for  the  time  beîng  — 
I  was  going  to  say  re-establi^ed  —  betwem  the  UmtedrStotes 
and  the  Central  Empires,  if  not  between  the  bell^;erent  pow«rs. 

Has  the  German  govemment  given  in?...  He  prétends  to 
give  up  for  the  time  being  the  idea  of  preventing  by  force  America 
to  send  over  to  the  Alhes  the  goods  for  which  she  has  taken  orders. 
He  gives  it  up  provisionally  but  with  a  restrictive  condition, 
SOTiewhat  in  Constantin's  manner.  Here  is  an  accommodation 
in  which  I  would  not  have  much  more  faith  thaa  in  that  of  the 
hnsband  €i  the  garman^bom  beautiful  Helena. 

Nobody  ignores,  particulariy  Ammcans,  that  the  gmnan 
ship-yards  are  worldng  strenuously  upon  the  building  of  a  great 
number  of  submersibles  of  a  new  type,  thanks  to  which  they 
expect  to  render  sea-voyages  impossible  to  AUied  ships  or  those 
belonging  to  neutral  powers  and  carrying  cargoe  for  the  Allies; 
this  is  the  biggest  effort  of  all  German  war  industries  ;  in  a  few 
months,  if  her  plan  is  realized,  she  will  be  able  to  deprive  us  of 
certain  advantages  of  the  mastery  of  the  seas. 

«But,  let  ussee  !...  »  as  oki  master  Rabelais  used  to  say.  This 
is  a  case  whare  intration  mxust  not  be  in  accordance  with  fact. 
Before  assuring  his  subjects  ci  the  mastery  of  the  seas,  the  kaisa: 
had  already  solannly  promised  them  Paris,  Calais,  Verdon,  and 
evenPetrograd...  It  only  ranains  to  him  to  promise  themfood; 
unfortunately  for  him,  nobody  believes  in  him  any  longer,  espe- 
cially  not  his  own  people  who  would  much  pref er  hving  on  a  plen- 
tif  ul  dish  than  on  the  fine  words  of  his  proclamations^ 

It  is  nevertheless  true  that  the  United-States'  govemment 
would  enter  a  dangerous  path  if  it  was  content  with  fine  words, 
whilst  the  Berlin  knave  is  getting  scnnething  ready  in  his  ship- 
yards  that  will  deal  a  serions  blow  to  transatlantic  ccmmum- 
cations.  It  would  thaï  be  too  late  to  find  out  that  wiHi  a  Gemian, 
one  must  never  rely  upon  the  faith  of  a  treaty  —  this  is  where  one 
sees  between  the  two  groups  of  belligerents  a  différence  that 
Mr.  Wilson  has  wrongly  considered  as  a  negligible  quantity. 
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Mr.  Gérard,  who  is  lacking  ndther  in  judgmeiit  nor  in  acuteness, 
admits  tmdoubtedly  nowadays  lord  Salisbury 's  wisdx»n»  when,  spea- 
king  of  the  uncertainty  of  the  oonnectioifô  wHh  the  Wilhèbnstrasse, 

he  advised  those  people  who  might  have  to  partake  of  the  devil's 
supper  to  take  with  them  long-handled  spoons.  We  have  read 
several  times  lately  that  Mr.  Gérard,  on  retuming  to  Germany, 
had  taken  with  him  four  tons  of  food  given  him  by  thoughtful 
friends  ;  we  feel  sure  that  he  has  very  wisely  added  to  this  some 
iorks  and  spoons  of  adéquate  size  for  the  meals  where  he  will  sit 
by  people  who  are  not  enrm  as  good  as  the  devil,  to  say  the  least 
ci  Ûiem  t 

The  mtes  do  not  mention  the  bill  of  fare  of  thèse  banquets  ! 
Be  sure  that  they  were  not  la<^ing  in  an3^ng  that  the  most 
ingenious  chemist  could  devise,  neither  the  tabloïd  broth,  or  the 

synthetical  fish,  or  the  «  soufflé-surprise  à  la  Batocki  »,  the  beverages 
being  some  imitation  béer  and  Champagne  made  in  Munich.  This 
is  perhaps  palatable,  but  «  it  is  not  filling  »  as  country-people  say  ; 
one  can  imagine  Mr.  Gérard  on  his  retum  at  the  embassy,  diving 
into  his  food-store,  brought  over  hom  his  native  land»  and  saying 
in  low  and  desponda^t  tones  : 

At  Bethmann^s  banquet  unfortonate  goest, 

I  appeared  one  evening  and am  dying...  iviihhiuiger  I  (i) 

WeU,  here  is  a  motto  for  the  Central  powers  bound  to  ultimate 
starving  through  the  folly  of  this  kaiser  whose  suprêmes  con- 
vulsions are  giving  us  a  tragical  comedy  :  this  frantic  agitation 
that  goes  suddenly  from  rage  to  émotion  and  from  entreaty  to 
threat,  reminds  one  of  the  awful  end  of  Nero  when  in  his  villa 
at  Phaon  he  fingered  over  and  over  again  the  blade  that  was 
going  to  eut  his  thr<^t  open.  Between  his  cowardly  tears  and 
fais  satamicaT  lau^,  he  f ound  room  for  a  cynical  sentaice  on 
the  crimes  of  humanity,  md  there  were  his  last  words.  Remember 
the  kaiser's  ranting  on  the  horrws  of  war  in  his  last  epistle. 

In  this  same  way  the  Antéchrist  will  soon  be  seen  the  last  of 
twenty  centuries  later.  What  a  ominous  mounte  bank  he  will 
have  been  ! 

Do  you  ranember  the  short  funeral  oration  that  Renan  wrote 
aboat  him  : 

«  Imagine  a  man  about  as  reascmable  as  Mr.  Victor  Hugo's 
heroes,  a  camival  puppet,  something  betwem  a  madman,  a  nin- 


(l)    Au  banquet  de  Bettmann,  infortuné  conviv*^ 
J'apparus  un  soir  et  je  meurs...  de  faim. 
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compoop  and  an  actor,  endowered  with  unlimited  power  and 
entrusted  with  the  charge  of  ruling  the  world.  » 

He  will  not  rule  over  it  :  the  Marne,  the  Yser  and  Verdun  have 
shut  up  before  him  the  land  routes,  as  have  done  also  our  great 
AOies  in  Italy  and  Russia.  The  surface  of  the  Atlantic  Océan  is 
forbidden  him'by  the  British  Fteet  It  remains  to  be  seen  if  the 
submarine  mastery  will  be  aHowed  him. 

This  new  question  is  no  less  smons  for  the  ncw  contment  as 
the  old.  Let  us  hope  in  the  American  friends^p  to  hdp  us  in 
solving  it,  in  our  common  interest. 

But  let  us  not  forget  to  consider  as  regards  the  attitude 
of  the  United-States'  government  the  superior  obligation  that 
keeps  its  friendship  within  the  limits  of  the  Washington 
formula  :  it  is  a  well-ordered  friendship  which  must  necessarily 
begin  at  home.  Let  us  rejoice  that  the  force  of  things  carries  the 
destinies  of  the  great  over-sea  Republic  aiong  the  same  Unes  as 
ours  and  that  we  can  hope  that  thèse  destinies  will  in  future  come 
ever  nearer  ours,  till  the  désirable  time  when  they  will  be  able  to 
meet,  in  order  to  ensure  the  fi|^t  for  the  fireedom  of  natimis 
agâiast  piracy. 

Let  us  rejoice  also  in  the  certainty  that  no  misunderstanding 
is  to  be  f eared  between  the  American  government  and  ours,  under 
the  necessity  of  cnsuring  peace  to  the  world  ;  let  us  refer  to  pré- 
sident Poincaié's  déclarations  to  an  american  joumahst, 
Mr.  Maishall»  déclarations  that  are  published  to-day  by  the  whok 
press  of  the  United-States  : 

«  It  will  not  be  from  us  that  will  come  any  résistance  against 
président  Wilson's  gênerons  ideas  about  international  agreraients 
for  after  the  war,  in  order  to  ensure  the  fulfilment  of  engagenients. 
We  take  sides  very  wiUingly  with  his  noble  intentions.  But  if  the 
agreements  are  to  bring  about  good  results,  one  must  begin  by 
itstoring  violated  rights,  and  forewaming  Europe  against  a  peace 
that  would  carry  with  it  a  germ  of  new  outrages.  » 

This  will  be  our  conclusion. 
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